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awakening in India to the true nature of the foreign con-
nection. It made the people realise, as he himself con-
cluded, that the economic laws operated with the same
force in India as they did elsewhere. Given the economic
policies pursued by the rulers, it was no wonder that India
was a land of recurring famines and of diminishing plenty.
Romesh Dutt was not a theoretical economist, and he
sought to make no contribution to economic theory. He
was interested in Indian Economics, and even in this field
he confined himself to an analysis of the current economic
phenomena. He analysed brilliantly the economics of
British administration, and the reasons for India's poverty.
His contribution in this field was substantial and massive.
This contribution was not only to the field of Indian Eco-
nomics, but as Prof. Gadgil has pointed out, to what has
subsequently come to be known as the Economics of Colo-
nialism, for the economic basis of colonialism, wher-
ever it may occur, is fundamentally the same. Romesh
Dutt did not, however, develop a blue print for
the economic development or reconstruction of India.
The time had not come for this; and the period in
which he lived and worked was one predominantly of
laissez-faire in the economic field. The age of planning
and socialism was yet to come. What he pleaded for was
economic justice. He wanted reasonable assessment on
land, encouragement of Indian industries and a review of
the tariff system for the purpose, economy in Government
expenditure, and specially avoidance of all expenditure not
relevant to India's needs and Interests, andi finally a readjust-
ment of the financial relationship between England and
India. Judged in, the context in which he mad© his con-
tribution to this field, namely, at a stage when Colonialism
was at its height, the contribution must be regarded as both

